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has been truly a gift to the people of Prince 
George’s County, Maryland. Chief Marc 
Bashoor retired in February after leading the 
Prince George’s County Fire Department for 
the past six years and following a career in 
the fire service that has lasted more than 
three decades. Throughout that time, he has 
won well-deserved praise from county, state, 
and national officials for his skill at manage-
ment and his efforts to streamline operations 
and provide steady leadership. Chief Bashoor 
has also received high marks from residents 
across the county, grateful for the peace of 
mind that comes with a well-run fire depart-
ment. 

Chief Bashoor, a native of Bowie in Prince 
George’s County, came to the fire service at 
the young age of sixteen, when he began as 
a volunteer firefighter there. It was there at 
Station No. 39 that he met his wife, Laura, a 
fellow volunteer firefighter. Their wedding cele-
bration prominently included a County fire 
truck, naturally. Chief Bashoor became a paid 
firefighter with the Prince George’s County 
Fire Department in 1987 and served until 
2004, when he retired and took a job as Direc-
tor of Homeland Security for Mineral County in 
West Virginia. Thankfully, Prince George’s 
County Executive Rushern Baker was able to 
convince him to return in 2010 as Fire Chief. 
I, and so many in my district, am very glad 
that he did. 

During his tenure in office, Chief Bashoor 
oversaw a major expansion to meet the needs 
of the growing county. He hired more paid fire-
fighters, recruited more volunteers, purchased 
more vehicles and equipment, and worked to 
bring new fire stations online. He advocated 
for the Department to have a budget increase 
of 30 percent. It paid off, with response times 
to emergency calls going down measurably. 
We cannot even begin to speculate how many 
lives and properties were saved as a result. 

I’ve been fortunate to work closely with 
Chief Bashoor throughout his tenure. As a Co- 
Chair of the Congressional Fire Services Cau-
cus, I’ve worked to increase F.I.R.E. and 
S.A.F.E.R. grants and ensure that the Prince 
George’s County Fire Department and depart-
ments all across the country have the re-
sources they need to keep their communities 
and their personnel safe. I’ve also joined with 
him to advance the work of ensuring that the 
families of fallen firefighters receive the bene-
fits they deserve as well as the honor and 
gratitude they are owed. 

Mr. Speaker, our nation counts on dedicated 
fire service leaders like Chief Bashoor every 
day, and I join in thanking him and all who 
work or volunteer on the fire line. I hope my 
colleagues will join me in wishing Chief 
Bashoor well in his retirement and in thanking 
him for his extraordinary service to Prince 
George’s County, the State of Maryland, and 
our nation. 
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RECOGNIZING THE PASSING OF 
DOROTHY A. SMITH 

HON. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas. 
Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart that I rec-
ognize the significant and rich life of a beloved 

woman, Dorothy A. Smith. Mrs. Smith was a 
religious woman, whose dedication to the 
many churches and communities she was a 
part of in her life was outweighed only by her 
constant warmth. 

She was born on August 11, 1930 in Merid-
ian, Mississippi to her parents, Otis and 
Maggie. Dorothy was one of eight children. 
She married Edward in Meridian, MS on Feb-
ruary 8, 1948 and they had 6 children from 
this union. She was educated in the public 
schools in New Orleans, LA. She worked for 
the Department of the Army for 40+ years 
when she retired as a Hospital Medical 
Records Specialist in 1993. She spent the last 
15 years as a resident of Wylie, Texas. Doro-
thy was a member of Secondary Missionary 
Baptist Church in Junction City, KS, Fifth 
Street Baptist Church in Meridian, MS; Mt. 
Calvary Baptist Church, Farmersville, TX; and 
at the time of her death a member of Christ 
Unveiled Ministries, Garland, TX. Dorothy en-
joyed working as a Deaconess, Trustee, Choir 
Member, and an Usher in the churches she 
attended. She spent most of her time encour-
aging Senior citizens and young people to 
have a better quality of life. 

Dorothy was preceded in death by her lov-
ing husband, Edward. She will be remem-
bered by her loving children Gloria Richardson 
of Manhattan, KS; Mae Smith of Bossier City, 
LA; Edward R. Smith, Jr., Cedar Hill, TX; 
Audray Lincoln (Charles) of Rowlett, TX; and 
James Foster, Sr. of Colorado Springs. She is 
also survived by 20 grandchildren, 63 great 
grandchildren, 2 great, great grandchildren, 
and a host of nieces, nephews, cousins, and 
many ‘‘adopted kids’’ of all ages. She was pre-
ceded in death by her son Joseph F. Smith; 
her daughter Lue E. Foster; her grandchildren 
Joseph Smith and Tiphanie Lincoln, her sis-
ters Pauline Phillips and Josephine Smith, and 
her brother Robert Gordon. 

Dorothy passed away peacefully on April 1, 
2017, and will be missed dearly. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. GWEN MOORE 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I regrettably 
missed votes on Wednesday, March 15, 2017 
that occurred while I was attending a meeting 
at the White House. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Yes on Roll Call 185 (the 
motion to recommit H.R. 1101), No on Roll 
Call 186 (passage of H.R. 1101) and Yes on 
Roll Call 187 (passage of H.R. 1238). 
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BILL ORCHARD, REBEL RODRI-
GUEZ, RANGER AND DOT MIL-
LER, RON SLINGER, BOB DYER, 
ANDREW HEESAKER, JILL HART-
MANN, MADDIE SCHMIDT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, April 5, 2017 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Bill Orchard, 
Rebel Rodriguez, Ranger and Dot Miller, Ron 

Slinger, Bob Dyer, Andrew Heesaker, Jill Hart-
mann and Maddie Schmidt for being honored 
by the Arvada Chamber of Commerce for their 
service and dedication to the community. 

Man of the Year Bill Orchard: The Man of 
the Year Award is a long standing tradition in 
Arvada recognizing an outstanding man for his 
amazing community involvement, generosity 
and overall impact on Arvada. Bill Orchard is 
being honored by the Arvada Chamber for his 
years of dedication and support of the commu-
nity through Arvada Gardener’s, Arvada Fes-
tivals Commission, Bike Friendly Arvada and 
much more. 

Woman of the Year Rebel Rodriguez: The 
Woman of the Year Award is a long standing 
tradition in Arvada recognizing an outstanding 
woman for her amazing community involve-
ment, generosity and overall impact on Ar-
vada. Rebel Rodriguez is being honored by 
the Arvada Chamber for her years of dedica-
tion and volunteerism serving children at Ral-
ston House and supporting homelessness ef-
forts in Olde Town Arvada. 

Image Award Ranger and Dot Miller: Image 
Award winners are selected for their commit-
ment to Arvada and the overall positive image 
they portray within the community. Ranger and 
Dot Miller are being honored by the Arvada 
Chamber for their commitment to Arvada 
through their outstanding community leader-
ship and volunteerism with countless organiza-
tions including Jefferson County Business 
Education Alliance, Arvada Vitality Alliance 
and Blues and BBQ for Better Housing. 

Image Award Ron Slinger: Image Award 
winners are selected for their commitment to 
Arvada and the overall positive image they 
portray within the community. Ron Slinger is 
being honored by the Arvada Chamber for his 
commitment to Arvada through his engage-
ment with countless organizations including 
Arvada Vitality Alliance, AWRSAY, Red Rocks 
Community College, Arvada Chamber of Com-
merce and many more. 

Pioneer Award Bob Dyer: The Pioneer 
Award is given to an exceptional leader in the 
community who has served Arvada for many 
years and contributed in ways that are unprec-
edented. This award is only given as needed 
and is regarded with the highest level of acco-
lades for the recipient’s accomplishments. Bob 
Dyer is being honored by the Arvada Chamber 
for his incredible commitment to Arvada 
through civic and community leadership with 
the City of Arvada, Arvada Vitality Alliance, 
The Arvada Center For The Arts and Human-
ities, The Arvada Chamber of Commerce and 
much more. 

AYP Leadership Award Andrew Heesaker: 
The AYP Leadership Award is based on the 
selected individuals innovation, entrepreneur-
ship, professional accomplishments and/or 
community leadership. Andrew Heesaker is 
being honored by the Arvada Chamber for his 
extraordinary leadership and volunteerism with 
organizations including Arvada Chamber of 
Commerce, Arvada Young Professionals and 
Arvada Economic Development Association. 
Andrew also works with countless local non- 
profit organizations to support their events and 
efforts through Arvada Rent Alls. 

AYP Leadership Award Jill Hartmann: The 
AYP Leadership Award is based on the se-
lected individuals innovation, entrepreneurship, 
professional accomplishments and/or commu-
nity leadership. Jill Hartman is being honored 
for her willingness to contribute to her commu-
nity and provide exceptional Leadership within 
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